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• WHITE CHOCOLATE 



If Green (of Scritti Recently I bought a white chocolate 

Polittil woke up with record I" a gold box. And In Florida! 


the house on fire, the 
first things he’d think of 
saving would be his old 
motorbiking boots, his 
two mates David and 
Fred, his chocolate 


an extremely modern 
artist called Joseph 
Beuys. Peter Martin 
found out why ■ 




Photos: Chris Duffy 



rang the place and got them to open up 
especially. I ended up buying about 30. I’ve 
still got most of them. 

I don’t really eat the stuff any more, but 
when I do I buy off-cuts not Milky Bars. I 
like chunks of it. 

For the sleeve of the next single, 
“Hypnotise”, there’s a picture of a broken- 
up bar of white chocolate in a polythene 
bag. They just rang me up and asked what I 
wanted on the sleeve so I just said that off 
the top of my head. And on the other side I 
asked for the keys to my apartment in New 
York to be shot in a slab of butter. I don’t 
know why on earth I thought of that. . . 
somehow it just seems apt for Scritti 
Politti, as it was with the honey on the 
sleeve of ‘Wood Beez’.” 



© 





• MY BOOK ON 
JOSEPH BEUYS 


• MY FRIENDS 
DAVID AND FRED 
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Rick, Vyvyan, Mike and Neil have got a book coming out on October 25. 
It’s called Batchelor Boys and it’s very funny. 

It’s also, according to Rik Mayall, the last thing they’ll ever do. 

By Mark Ellen 



“It’s smut and I'm proud of It!” 
declares Rik Mayall. “It's as 
though the publishers have given 
thefourboysa lot of money to 
produce a book and this,” he 
chuckles, “is the crap they’ve 
come up with.” 

It's the sort of comment you'd 
expect from someone lounging In 
a swivel chair in his publishers’ 
plush London basement, 
smoking fags, picking his teeth 
and occasionally doodling on the 
brand new boardroom table with a 
biro. The two of us are flicking 
through a copy of Batchelor 
Boys, a book featuring the absurd 
antics of a rather camp poetry¬ 
reading twerp called Rick, a 
gormless lentil-loving hippy 
called Neil, a smarmy Jack-The- 
Lad character called Mike, and a 
demented punk medical student 
called Vyvyan. In TV terms they’re 
better known as The Young Ones 
and the book's therefore very 
silly, very funny, very childish and 
very full of pathetic scribblings, 
unmentionable stains and words 
like “bottoms”, "snot-face” and 
“complete and utter bastard”. 

It'salso the last thing The 




different from the Rik Mayall that 
was studying drama at 
Manchester University in 75. He 
wanted to branch out into comedy 
and realised that the only way to 
make a start was “to be attacking 
something”. He'd met Ade 
Edmondson (who plays the part 
of Vyv) - “very long hair at the 
time, torn flares, into Jimi 
Hendrix” - and they'd formed an 
act called 20th Century Coyote 
aimed at deflating the Oxford & 



that were terribly trendy at the 
time. Also involved were Lise 
Mayer (now Rik's girlfriend) and 
Ben Elton (both of whom helped 
Rik write The Young Ones). 

Ade and Rik soon began doing 
double-acts, short plays with 
ludicrous titles like Death On The 
Toilet- “I was Death and Ade was 
a man called Edwyn". There was 
also My Lungs Don’t Work and a 
graveyard thriller called The 
Church Bazaar-A Fete Worse 
Than Death. While performing 
Death On The Toiletto packed 
pubs at the Edinburgh Festival in 
78, Rik, sick of watching “crap 
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MaOARTN'J 

The New Album 

from The Motion Picture 


Includes The Hit Single 

NO MORE 
LONELY NIGHTS 

Produced by George Marti*:. 

Also available on Cassette* Compact Disc. 
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WAITE TRAINING 


^Wotupski!?!” is the title of John “Jellybean” 

ttly, is a New York street slang 

- - ' u ’s the matter, old 

j v.trendyN.Y. DJ 

by everyone from Michael Jackson through David 


Of Hollow”, a s<---- 

featuring tracks from their John Peel and David 
Jensen radio sessions, plus the last two singles, is 
released. And Bitz has 25 of these items, signed by 
the artistes, to give away in a really un-depressing 


Following prolonged and intensive 
research, Culture Club have found a 
backing singer to take the place of 
Helen Terry. Well, actually, they’ve 
found two: Ruby Turner and Mo 
Birch. Jamaican bom Ruby had done 
backing sessions for UB40, 
Landscape and others in the past 
while Mo, who is half English and half 
Fijian, has done quite a lot of TV and 
radio advertising jingles. The girls 
join Culture Club on the group's 
American tour. 
























VISAGE NEW ALBUM AND SPECIAL REMIX CHROME CASSETTE 

(WHICH INCLUDES EXTRATRACK REPRISE). 
AVAILABLE 26th OCT 
























LLOYD COLE & THE 
COMMOTIONS: Rattlesnakes 



PREFAB SPROUT: When Love 



FORCE M.D’s: Forgive Me Girl 
(Tommy Boy) Painfully plain. Sleeve 

into high school sweaters. Almost 
socially perverse. 

SCRITTIPOLITTI: Hypnotize 



ALPHAVILLE: Forever Young 
(WEA) Alphaville embody the 
frustrated egos of the massively 
untalented. Should have been 
drowned at birth. 



SIOUXSIE & THE BANSHEES: The 
Thom (Wonderland) A worthy 
investment of four tracks. Sadly, not 
religiously profound. There have 
been many brighter days. 































mix of Eastern and Western, natural 
and electronic musics and somehow 
manage to make the whole thing 
hilarious. Hard to tell whether they’re 
making fun of themselves (the 
Japanese) or of us (the British). 
Probably they’re laughing at 
everyone. All I can say is if you fancy 
something an awful lot different, give 
this atry. It’s brilliant. (9 out of 10) 


JANET JACKSON: Dream Street 
(A&M) How many more Jacksons 
are out there just waiting to be 

sd? This time it’s Janet- 
younger sister of Michael. Brother 
Marlon and Giorgio Moroder have 
produced while she’s teamed up 
with Cliff Richard for the customary 


lyrics telling "you” how 

sympathetic and^ware, and sung 
in a really irritating flat emotionless 
voice. Pack it in, chaps (2 out of 10) 


strangely unassuming st 


smooth and seems to take most of the 
bite out of her vocals. Instead of 
being up front where it belongs, her 
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“Love’s great adventure.” 

New Single 

Limited Edition 7" Gatefold Sleeve Available 


FEARGALSHARKEY 




NEW SINGLE 

—THE — 


RLIRR 

THE CHANT 

HAS JUST BEGUN 


ON 7': The Chant Has Just Begun 
The Bells of Rhymney. 


The Bells of Rhymney 
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THE BEST 
SBKimOf 

mrsiHCus 

AT POCKET 
HONEY PRICES 

AT SELECTED STORES 

Woolworth, 

Greens at Debenhams, 
Lewis, Littlewoods, Martin, 
R.S.McColl,Wm. Morrison 


SmMkMtt* 

READERS’ 



It's that time again. That time when you can get even with 
daft reviewers who give very brilliant LPs a measly 1 out of 
10. Or claim your favourite groups are “down the dumper” 
the week they go straight to Number 1. It's that time when 
YOU decide exactly which groups, singers, records, TV 
and radio shows, prat, event, newgroup or singer or 
desirable human being that’s REALLY been top of the pile 
in 1984. 

You've only got one vote per section so don’t go 
completely mad and stick down the first name you think of. 

(There’s a few ideas below if you need inspiration.) 
Just fill in the form, follow the Smash Hits patent Eezi-Fold 
instructions, fix the tab-sellotape, glue, staples, all three 
if you want-stick a stamp on and bung it in the post to 
reach us by November 7. That’s when it’ll be put through 
that ancient office ritual known as Ye Coutinge Of Ye 
Votes, and the end results of course will be in the 
Christmas issue. 

So vote! And now! 
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Album includes the hit single ‘Soul Train’ 
and the forthcoming single'Keeping it Strong.’ 
Cassette has two extra tracks, 

‘Hangover’and 1 Fires were Started’. 

Limited edition luxury album sleeve. 

1 

! iIF ^ mm iH 


the HMVshop 
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Hear what the experts have to say about it 
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“Holly was wild but he’s 
not anymore. He’s been 
tamed by age.” 




































































AVAILABLE ON 7" and 12" 

12" INCLUDES EXTRA TRACK AND 
LIMITED EDITION 23"x23" POSTER 
POX I 12 

PSSS 
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The best range under the sun 


Each of these calculators is solar powered, so you’ll never have to spend another penny 
on batteries. They work under any light, whether it be natural or electric. 

And as you would expect from WH. Smith, they’re part of an extensive range at great prices. 



|55 Available at s 





















BUSINESS 


BE FORE 


PLEASURE 


Torch Song are a new group with a lot going for them: their 
own company, studio, house and staff. Sting was so 
impressed that he’s decided to record his solo LP with them. 



To get to their large old suburban house In 
North London you walk along a quiet canal 
lined by yellowing maple trees. But once 
through the door you enter a hive of activity. 
Twelve people are running busily about, 
some scuttling back and forth between the 
24-track studio in the garden and the 
administration offices inside, others making 
their way between the laundry down the 
corridor and the upstairs bedrooms. The 
carpets are thick and expensive, the furniture 
‘ i a bizarre mixture of antiques and kitsch, 
nd the bookshelves are crammed full with 

You might think this sounds like the offices 
I a successful record company or maybe the 
home of a rich rock star - but it’s not. It's 
lually the headquarters of a young and 

Song. As well as writing, recording, 
producing and promoting their own records 
(and even designing the sleeves for them), 
they produce movie and TV soundtracks, 
-..-...-...... (pickO’Dell and 


. j, and from Miles Copeland, the head of 
uieir record company and also the manager 
of The Police. 

It was Miles who introduced Sting to them 
but William insists that “it was Sting’s 


igwriter is introduced in her 
the poetic one - when we spoke she was 
languishing upstairs with a bout of flu. Grant 
Gilbert, Torch Song’s other member, 
explains how he found Laurie working in a 
natural food store in Los Angeles, and 
brought her over fora holiday that has never 
ended. 

Grant is certainly the strangest of the three. 
He talks almost unstoppably, making 
pretentious remarks like “I don’t change my 
style -1 assimilate fashion in an unconscious 
way” which most people couldn’t even say 
with a straight face, let alone as seriously and 
sincerely as he does. 

His role within Torch Song i— 1 - 


“Laurie went through a phase of naming 
everything we did after Joan Crawford film 
titles and Torch Song was a 1940s film of 
hers,” explains William. “And, in any case, we 
all like the image of a blazing light.” 

Nevertheless their records have yet to set 
the world on fire, though they hope this will 
change in the New Year with the release of 
theirversion of “OdeTo Billy Joe” an old 
blues ballad by ’60s singer Bobbie Gentry. 

“That was Laurie’s choice”, says William. 
“But I really like it because it’s bathed in 
sentimentality. When I first heard it I found 
myself getting a bit moist around the eyes. 1 
was really disgusted with myself!” 

“I'd be very surprised if we’re not 
successful” says Grant, adding with 
characteristic modesty that “we’re not a pop 













NEW SINGLE 

FOREVER YOUNG 


alpih-iaVille 


Who or what is... 


■ They’re a group but they don’t have any members. 

■ They share the same label as Frankie Goes To 
Hollywood. 

■ Frankie’s producer Trevor Horn, and “spokesperson ” 
PaulMorley, seem to know an awful lot about them. 

■ And so does Peter Martin. 


























THE EXPLORERS 
JAMES WRAITH: VOCALS 
PHIL MANZANERA: GUITAR 
ANDY MACKAY: SAX & OBOE 


B-SIDE: CRACK THE WHIP 

VS 715 (-12) 7" AND EXTENDED (MIDNIGHT MIX) 12" it 



























billy ocean 


CARIBBEAN Ql/EEN 


And I get so excited just from her perfume 
Electric eyes that you can’t ignore 
And passion burns you like never before 
I was in search of a good time just running my g 
Love was the furthest furthest from my mind 


And our hearts they be_ 

No more love on the run (I love you I need you) 
Caribbean Queen (can’t give her up) 

Now we’re sharing the same dream (don't wanna 
And our hearts they beat as one (oon yean) 

No more love on the run 

Ad lib chorus to fade 


(no wore love on +he rwn) 



MOMU^'S 0>NN1 G\\S YOU 
SOHEMC ZM 

kifl'Sl STEPHANIE MILLS 

■ M $, W-‘’V NEW ALBUM & CHROME TAPE 


Featuring the HIT SINGLE 






































































PEPPERMINT VIDEO MUSIC 


Guild House, Peterborough PE2 9PZ 
Telephone: (0733) 63122 
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new single 

This 


7" and 3-track 
extended 12" 
with limited 
edition poster 







im mm there's hi Hell almost ioting) linda can't answer, send neb a postcard: linda, get smart, smash hits, 52-55 carnaby street, lonoon wiv ipf. 
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Can you tell me If there’s a music magzlne on 
sale that will answer my queries about bass 
guitars? I can't find one anywhere and it's 
absolutely crucial that I get one. 

Desperate Bauhaus Fan, Stockport. 

• What you need is a subscription to Guitarist 
magazine! The current issue features legendary 
Swedish bassist Jonas Hellborg (who?) on the 
front and covers ail aspects of bass and lead 
guitars. On sate monthly in larger newsagents, you 
can buy a year’s subscription for £13. Write to: 
Guitarist Magazine, Music Maker Publications. 
Alexander House, 1 Milton Road, Cambridge CB4 
1UY. For keyboards players, our friends at Rod 
Argent's Keyboards Shop recommend any of the 
following: 1,2. Testing. Electronics And Music 
Maker or What Keyboard?. However, if your idea of 
heaven is a perfect paradiddle and aten-page 
feature on Chad Wackerman (current ’sticksman’ 
with Frank Zappa), stick to Modem Drummer. 
available from your local drum shop. 

I recently heard about a record called “Every 
Bomb You Make” by Sting which, apparently, 
was on TV. Can you give me any details? 

Trace, Stockton-on-Tees. 

• Built around the fune of" Every Breath You 
Take", Sting devised a new, rather chilling lync 
about graves and death in general for Central TV's 
satirical programme Spitting Image. It was played 
during the closing credits on the last programme 
some months back but, although Sting had 
intended to turn it into afinished track, he " never 
got round to it" and has now “ lost interest ”. A 
Police live LP, however, is currently in the planning 
stages and may be out before Christmas. In the 
meantime. Sting's loafing around on an English 
heath somewhere filming his new epic Plenty in the 
company of co-star Meryl Streep. Nice work. 



When my mother, Caroline Webb, was in first 
year at LSE University, she had a close firend 
called Ray Connolly. When she moved to 
Canada she lost touch with him but would love 
to hear from him again. Mum says she is quite 
sure that heisnowapop journalist and we 
thought you may be able to supply an address 
where he can be contacted. It'd be greatly 
appreciated. 

Louise Miller, Ontario, Canada. 

• Ray Connolly, who now writes a "general 
comment'' columnfbrthe London paper The 
Standard, was more than willing to spill the beans. 
Having shared a house with your Mum for three 




SMART 


Could you please tell me why you missed out 
Prince's 1 2" version of “Let's Pretend We’re 
Married” when you gave the list of all his 
records? I came across it in the HMV shop but 


Please could you tell me how old JT's girlfriend 
Janine Andrews is? I’ve heard at times that she 
is 19,20,24,29 and 37! I've also heard that 
there may be a D’ran concert on TV at 
Christmas. Is this true? 
jrs Contact Lenses 
• Janine's real age remains something of a 
mvsterv to the vast maiority- maybe that’s the 


Dolby’s Elusive Glasses, Loughton. 

• He’s currently working on all of five "secret 
projects" which, it's been hinted, include scripting 
and composing the musicforafilm in addition to 
producing other acts and directing videos. Having 
wound up his world tour in July, he then made a 
promotional visit to Japan before retreating to 
Ireland for aten-day holiday cruising down the 
River Shannon. After that, he flew to Washington 
where he was the only white person to take part in 
the Black Music Association’s annual convention 
and ended up doing guest vocals on an impromptu 
version of James Brown's "Sex Machine". 


Every week I go into my local record shop in 
Solihull to get the Trade Young LP but each 
time I'm told It's “still not available". Why has it 
been delayed for so long? 

Kags, Solihull. 

• Originally planned for release last February, 
Respond delayed it because they wanted to see 
howthesingle- "Soul’s On Fire" -wouldfare. 
Although the single didn't chart very highly, they 
decided to put out the album anyway and released 
it on June 18. Titled “ Far From The Hurting Kind", 
it's still on the catalogue and should be easily 
obtainable if you quote its number, RRL 502. 


Martin metherrecently 9 andis "nearly certain" 
she's 23 or24. That do? However, we do know that 


an hour-long documentary about Duran on tour will 
be shown on ITV this Christmas. It was filmed 
during last year’s ground-breaking tourof North 



Please please please could you give me a 
complete discography of Divine? 

John Gadget, Hove. 

• No! Oh, alrightthen. On 'O’ Records, the 
following are only available on import:" Native 
Love (Step By Step)", "ShobtYourShot", “Shake : 
It Up" and “Love Reaction", all on 12". Released 
on Proto andmucheasierto get hold of are “You 
Think You're A Man” and" I'm So Beautiful", 
although Proto also plan to re-promote "Native 
Love ” as the new single. Also in the offing is “ a 
collection of classic Divine greats" which will 
include all the 'O' imports together with the Proto 
singles. They're presently searching out a title for 
this little package—it obviously can't be called 
“Greatest Hits" and they'd "welcome any 
suggestions". 
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“Urn... no, no, no... 
don't tell me...it's...hang on... 
it's on the tip of my tongue... 

it's, er...um... ooooh..'.' 

THE SMASH HITS SONGWORDS QUIZ 


1. “She used to be a 
diplomat/And now she’s 
down the laundromat” 

2. “(In some strange 
quarters)/ Senso Hant Ai” 

3. “Fine man city life you 
gotta work to afford paradise 
huh/But if you’re living in a 
glasshouse don't throw no 
stones rah” 

4. “I want to join a band/And 
play in front of crazy fans” 

5. “Hey hey what do you say 
choochalaben dollaley/You 
can run but you won’t get far 
a-layben in your capella” 

6. “There’s only so much 
that words can say/ So I sent 
you this piece of a beautiful 
day” 

7. “I hear it likes the girls/l 
ain’t ’fraid o’ no ghost” 

8. “Tes-tes-t-t-t-t-tes” 

9. “(It’s a lot) it’s a lot (it’s a 
lot) it’s a lot/(lt's a lot) it’s a 
lot (it’s a lot) like life” 


10. “I said oh heavenly thing 
please cleanse my soul/l’ve 
seen all on offer and I’m not 
impressed at all” 

11. "Oh who are you to turn 
the knife/Oh I am not your 
sacrifice” 

12. “Down (down down 
down)/ Down (down) down 
(down) down (down)” 

13. “(Push push) you’ve 
been playing madly/ (Push 
push) with every mind in 

14. “And if the world were 
her oyster she’d devour the 
fish/ If at first you don’t 
succeed her motto was 

15. “Don’t wanna know 
about your sea-green 
curtains/’Cause all I want ‘n’ 
alii need/ls just some time 
with you” 

16. “But baby I burnt 
Cupid’s arrow/And here’s 
the short and the narrow/I’ve 
nothing left to offeryou” 


17. ’’Like a prisoner who has 
his own key/But I can't 
escape until you love 

18. “One day I’m gonna 
write a poem in a letter/One 
day I’m gonna get that 
faculty together” 

19. “Name me an illness and 
call me a sin/Never feel 
guilty never give in” 

20. “Make the bed light the 
light/Lady Mercy won’t be 
home tonight (yeah)” 

21. “You know you always 
make me laugh/I led you up 
the garden path” 

22. “Unbeldivedremo/ 
Levarsiunfildifumo/ 
Sull’estremo confin del 


23. “I don't need 
confirmation/For my 
boyhood extrapolation” 

24. “Passing silhouettes/Of 
strange illuminated 


mannequins/Shall I stay 
hereatthezoo/Orshouldl 
go and change” 

25. “Early morning April 
four/ A shot rings out in the 
Memphis sky” 

26. “No flowers bloom/ No 
wedding Saturday within the 
month of June” 

27. “Melt on your memories 
and change into gold/His 
eyes are like angels but his 
heart is cold” 

28. “Reckless and so 
hungered on the razor’s 
edge you trail/ Because 
there's murder (murder 
murder) by the roadside in a 
sore afraid new 

world” 

29. “Are we living in a land/ 
Where sex and horror are the 
new gods yeah” 

30. “Why-yi-yi-yi-yi-why-yi- 
yi-yi-yi/ (Yeah) why-yi-yi-yi- 
yi/Why-yi-yi-yi-yi/(Yeah) 
why-yi-yi-yi-yi don’t you use 
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JULIAN LEI 



D o you get fed up with 

people asking you more 
questions about your 
father than yourself? 
“No, I expect it but I’m not sick of it 
at all. I could go on saying nice things 
about him ‘til the end of time. ” 

Being the son of one of the The 
Beatles and deciding to start making 
records yourself must be a daunting 
prospect. Firstly, you invite criticism 
that you’re just living off your father’s 
reputation and secondly you 
immediately get compared to Dad- 
one of the greatest pop so 



. ¥ become the most 

popular ever. But for the first few 
years of his life, the excitement and 
hysteria of The Beatles simply passed 
him by. He lived in a grand house in 
Weybridge, Surrey, with his mother, 
Cynthia, and father, John Lennon. 

“It was pretty much normal family 


_, _“Sitting down 

with Dad or going for walks or 
whatever.” He played with the 
children of their cleaning lady who 
lived down the road and attended 
nursery school while The Beatles 
toured the world, got MBEs, sold 
unbelievable quantities of records, 
and his father 1 1 ' ,r ' TT: " 


iet YokoOno. I 


His mother remarried and they 
moved around a lot, from Surrey to 
Birkenhead to Wales to Ireland, back 
‘ > Wales, then to Wiltshire and finally 


:o London. All these i 



the hall and they go: ‘And the i 
boys today are. . /T 1 ---’ — 1L 

first started hitting m- 

feeling, just knowing that people tend 
to look at you." 

By this time, The Beatles had 
broken up and J ohn Lennon had 


moved to New York, a i 


arrangement. I think it wa 
of Mum and Yoko, really. A bit of 
bitching here and there. ” T 


•Julian stayed with 
John. Visits became a little more 


surprised ’cause they were only, lik 
really small apartments. I was 
’ ’ ” T thought he’d be 


did he get on with Yoko? 
od back a little bit, you know. 


_ I just thought of her 

as someone with Dad. It wasn’t that 
close a feeling, I suppose. She appears 
tome, anyway, very powerful.” 

He and J ohn would wander round 
New York a little, lookingin hi-fi 
shops “‘cause he was a gadget freak”, 
playing football in the park, or iust 
“sit down and play the guitar 


together”. 

Did he live up to his public image? 
“Yeah, he did in a way. When I saw 


“Yeah, he did in a „ 

him in the house, he was Dad, but 
when you go out and start walking 
round the streets, it was like walking 
along with this famous guy that was 
related to you but still didn’t know 


him that well. There’s all these people 


didn’t know how to react half the 


figure to his son. Cynthia decided that 
the boy should get to know his father 
better and called upJohn. A few 
weeks later she and Julian flew over 
to New York together. “I didn’t stay 
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The magazine that looks like a million dollars. 


November 1st Soap opera special including all the 
lowdownon Dallas# Wham! interview# Phil Oakey poster 
• Beautiful girls’ beauty routines • Clothes for mucking 
about in • Girls who go missing & more • 
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TheTKO Galaxy. 


Forget about school calculators 
you’ve seen before. The new 
TI-30 Galaxy from Texas 
Instruments is totally different 
It’s the Maths Machine. 

Made to make maths easier 
Made to help you do better 
The latest technology makes 
the TI-30 Galaxy different 

Truly pocket-sired, but made 
for non-slip desk-top use, too. 
Large, smooth-actioned keys, 
sensibly spaced for error-free 


entries. And a unique display 
feature which actually helps 
you keep track as you work. 
Innovations, all the 


* 66 functions including statistics 

* Tilted display-11 digit accuracy 

* AOS* *-display indicators 


functions you need, and helpful 
“how-to” manual. There’s 
nothing like it 

Find out why it’s the Maths 
Machine at branches of Boots, 
Comet Dixons, J. Menzies, 

W H. Smith and other leading 
calculator stores. Kr, 

. Texas " 
Instruments 

Creating useful products 
and services for you. 






This Sunday, 5p.m., tune in to your local together at the very last moment. So if your 

ILR station. The new Network Chart Show favourite star is head- INDEPENDENT 

is first to let you know how a singles doing. ing for the top, don’t LOCAL RADIO 

It’s more up-to-date because we put it be the last to know. first with the nation'stop3o 
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Bilbo Baggins. 



laETTERS 


true. Or did you know that if you 

the “Bi” and the “n” 
out of Matt Bianco you get “Taco - 


Taylor deserve_ 

(itself a nail-clipping phrase) at all. 
Please exclude these people frorr 
what I'm sure would otherwise be 
very respectable column of 
-.us intellectual stature. 


songs? For instance their first album 
contained “Fascist Groove Thang” 
which was an anti-fascist song. How 


itics." Their 





Naff? A very untrendy word these 
in. (OK, that’s put Aim 


Return, Eastleigh, Hants. 


Ever time myfamily tries to phone 
my sister in America, we can never 
get through because Stevie Wonder 
is taking up all the lines. Could you 
please ask him to hang up. 

Melanie, London. 


receiving your letter, I’ve 
phoning Stevie every hour on 
— V1 — of your plight. 



write or sing songs can surely put 
over their message tl 
music. Why shouldn’t 
Don't you £ 

DlitiCSE 



f quoting the etched profundities on 
te run-ofls of records, here are a few 


_J d Like To Get 

The Facts Right And Would Like A 
Record Token To Buy A New LP. 
(Fred, Preston.) 

Don’t blame Brian Harrigan - he 
never suggested he had seen 
Whitesnake in his article - bl= 



-a"-("Nirvana”, 

The Icicle Works); “Eat The Sleeve, 
Find The Butter" (“Melt”, Siouxsie 

Sisters Of Mercy). 

OK? Bye bye, black heads, 

The Spy In The Cab, Somewhere In 
The Flat Field, Timperley. 

It’s not the messages on the “run¬ 
offs” that worry me - it’s the ones 
on the labels. “Flesh For Fantasy”, 


desk, something snapped. He 









write good music and equally good 
lyrics and, contrary to popular belief, 


XaETTERS 


away to Guildford - the only place on 
earth where I'd be truly happy? I 


Being a normal Banana Ne 
Cheesy Wotsits consumer 
somewhat miffed to read ii 


ugly bastards had got up on stac 
and done Wake Me Up..it wc 
have still have been a top three 


_,ie. After all, don't people 

young and old buy records of their 
own free will? Nobody (as far as I 
know) holds a gun to their hee 

they? No. I'm sure Wham! take- 

music seriously and would be quite 
upset if they didn’t do too well. But 
they'd still enjoy their work if it wa 


__> I had my nai_ _ _ 

"Pig Traders Manual 11". Shortly 
afterwards my Mum revealed that 

Felicity Kendal and my Dad 

_is out to be a private in the 

Che Guevara People’s Army in 
Bartley on Trent and not a multi- 


















it's not just 
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• REFRESH YOUR BEDROOM / 

WALLS WITH OUR FANTASTIC COLOUR 
POSTERS OF BRITAIN'S FAVOURITE PONIES 
- BREED SERIES STARTS OCTOBER 18. 


&PONY 

THE FUN FORTNIGHTLY 



Frankie Says ... 
GIVE IT LOADS! 

Frankie Goes To Hollywood 

in a book from 


PROTEUS 


£ 1.99 
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EUGENE WILDE 


Gotta Get You 
Home Tonight 
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The Smash Hits Get Something For Nothing (And Have Rather 
A Good Time In The Process) Dept, In association with 
Levi Jeans, presents ... 


A DREAM WEEKEND 

IN LONDON FOR TWO! 




U* See Culture Club and Wham! at 
^"Wembley 

Get heaps of free Levi clothes 
^Spend 200 crisp pound notes 
^See Ghostbusters (for nothing) 

^ Stay in a dead posh hotel 

W. Have lunch with some of the 
^ Smash H/festaff (well, we’ll enjoy it) 


tesy of British Rail. Met by a charming member of the 

- shHlls staff, youYe whisked to your luxury hotel, the 

Holiday Inn, Swiss Coitage, and then to have a huge lunch 
H|--some more members with of the Smash Hits staff. 


,--,____ -_.ethen handed £200 in 

cash to spend. In the evening you go and see Culture Club at 
Wembley Arena. 

Saturday, December 22: Go on a wild shopping spree with 
your 200 quid andinthe evening see Ghostbusters. 

Sunday, December 23: Do anything you like and in the 
evening see Wham! live at Wembley Arena. 


Monday, December 24: Travel home, loaded with parcels, 
first class, by train. 

50runnersup will each geta copyofthe LPeveryone's been 
waiting for. Culture Club's “Waking Up With The House On Fire". 
Sounds better than a poke in the eye with a blunt stick, doesn't it? 

Here's a question: Which of the following isn'tthe title of a 
Culture Club LP-a) "Waking Up With The House On Fire"; b) 
"Kissing To Be Clever"; c) "When Cameras Go Crazy"; or d) 
"ColourBy Numbers 1 '? 

Write the answerto that question on a postcard or the back of 
an envelope, along with your name, address, telephone 
number and age. Send it by November 8 to Smash Hits 
WeekendCompetitionM Holkham Road,Orton Southgate, 
Peterborough PE2 QYJ. 

Get packing. 
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THE WANDERER 















£ 4.79 


Frankie Goes to Hollywood ♦ Welcome 

TO THE PLEASUREDOME ^ ^ 


Paul McCartney ♦ Give my regards to 
Broad Street, 


£ 4.49 


Ultravox ♦The Collection * 

£ 4.79 
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John Menzies 


For people who appreciate music.. .and money. 


Rjecord departments throughout Britain, with a huge selection of albums, 7" and 12" singles, tapes, accessories and record tokens. 
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Back In Ny Arms (once again) 


REPRODUCED BY PERMISSION ALL BOYS MUSIC LTD/ROCKET MUSIC LTD 

HAZELLDEAN 






















NIGHTS OUT 














NIGHTS OUTI 


AFRIKA BAMBAATAA & SOUL SONIC FORCE 


UNDER-18 S ALL-DAYER, LONDON 


whirling ontheir heads with alarming speed. A 
vou stroll around the hall it’s not uncommon 
ally back-flip right under > 




i, decked out like cosmic Christmas trees in a 

>u For Letting Me Be Myself Again”, paving 

id little finger extended, thumb and middle 
/o fingers clasped to the palm - shoot 
ilingwards from the audience. 

This man i s hard to believe w' 


This 


ter that 1 


- -^^DJ, a aregting r ' a,n 

rough their paces in front of a sternly critical 
owd. One by one the Soul Sonic Force strut 


toughest street gangs in New York City, and is 
now self-proclaimed Chief of the Zulu Nation. 
He’s old enough to be the father of most of the 

d^oraud a'i th'gold mo*ms Tnds tars fgold 
brocade waistcoat, gold satin breeches, 


headdress resplendent with two gold horns and 
some white eye shades. It all lends him the^ _ 

wocafihniit shoufd bemSSS^efcvaiidiiOf 
The Soul Brothers From Outer Space because it 
sure doesn ’t look like anything from this world! 

A no-nonsense medley of dancefloor smashes 
follows, including the first electronic Hip Hop 
record, “Planet Rock”, with a lot of the standard 
“Everybody say HO!! Waveva hands in the air, 
v’all! treatment. The whole thing is as hizarre as 
lur Dad do the * ” 


seeing your Dad do the “ Agac 

Christmas partv, only this lot- 

seriously. But then in a flurry of glitte 
cone from the globe without a single t 
leaving the weary earthlings to drift 












unclean band have come 





And they’re called The Stranglers, in case you hadn’t guessed. If you want to find out 
how to last 10 years in the pop music business without ever having to be nice to 
anybody, just read on. . . 

By Mark Ellen 


Hugh Cornwell Is neither very 
young norvery fashionable 
and, quite frankly, he couldn’t 

“It’swhatyou do ,’’he says, 
staring coldly across a table 
top, “not what you look like that 
matters. Shame people Judge 


-ut, there were people wL 
consldered him “ancient and 
antiquated” ten years ago, 
when The Stranglers first began 
steering their grim, determined 
passage through the shifting 
pop landscape, driven ever- 
onward by “a complete and 
utter disgust for everything that 
was happening at the time”; 
ten long years In which they 
were to wear an awful lot of 
black clothes, wreck a few 
places and scare the living 


daylights out of a fair number of 
grown men and women, all in a 
merciless campaign to bring 
back “good mi- 1 - ■■■'“—‘- 


Well... It made a bit of a 
difference In 1974. Hugh was 24 
then-so was pony-taTled 
keyboard player Dave 
Greenfield. French bassist 
Jean Jacques Bumel was 22 
and stout, bearded drummer 
Jet Black was 27 - and nobody 
would give them a booking. So 
they hit on a system: Hugh 
would ring a pub and ask them 
what kind of bands they had 
playing there; If the answer 
was, say, “Country & Western”, 
the owner would shortly 
receive another call from a Mr 
Black who'd claim to be the 
drummer with a red-hot local 
Country & Western band and, 


_narp.‘Pretty w< 

sort of Country & Western 


dressed in black,).. 

with a leather noose round I 


i singer 
md his 


neck, calling themselves The 
Stranglers and playing harsh, 
sinewy songs about “rats” and 
“sewers” and belng“onthe 
end of a skewer”. But by then 
it’d be too late. They'd be 
halfway through the set and - 
let’s face It-they didn’t look 
like the sort of blokes to start 
arguing with anyway. 

Three years later, punk rock 
rolled around the corner. 
Bands like The Sex Pistols, The 
Clash, The Damned and Sham 


69, much like The Stranglers, 

the glitter and the showbiz” that 
was around at the time, and so 
the press- who’d completely 
ignored them for the last three 
years- suddenly found The 
Stranglers “acceptable”. The 
trouble was, the other groups 
all thought they were just a 
bunch of old hippies trying to 
cash in on a bit of punk 
credibility and wouldn’t touch 
them with a barge-pole. 



rejecting us. So, obviously, w 
belligerent." 

“Belligerent” is pitching it a 
bit low. For the next two years 
The Stranglers were to inflict the 
kind of treatment on unwanted 
' ' eir path that was 
tofafully-- ‘ ‘ 


nothin; 
reign ( 


shortofafully-fl< 
'*•—or.Thelrcr- 


they weren’t as 'political' as the 
more Image-conscious punk 
bands, their raw edge and 
dark humour attracted the kind 
of crowd who’d pogo 

and eventually collapse down 
the front In a steaming heap. 
Hell’s Angels began to follow 
them about on tour, taking ft 
upon themselves to ‘police’ the 
group’s performances. This 
meant that if any delirious fan 
were daft enough to clamber 
on stage and get in the way, 
they’d be swiftly propelled 
back into the audience. 

Once, In an exclusive 
Swedish hotel, Jet Black 
pulled the same sort of stunt on 
a waiter. On being told the 
kitchen was closed, he 
promptly bunged the poor 
bloke through a glass window. 
“Well, he was hungry," Is Hugh’s 


means angry.” 
But It was the pc 


certainly wasn’t taking any 
chances. They left one 
journalist tied to a tree In a 
remote section of the Spanish 


kidnapped In London, bundled 
Into the back of a tour bus and 
eventually escaped nine hours 
later in Hemel Hempstead, one 
1 hapless Frenchman found 
I himself gaffer-taped to the 
i outside of an Iron girder Iwo- 
’ thirds of the wav ud the Flffel 


o 












was the whole Idea of course. 

But Just as suddenly they 
were out of favour again. The 
moment the 2-Tone 
bandwagon pulled into view, 
everyone turned their attention 
to groups like The Specials, 
Madness and The Seleoter, and 
The Stranglers began to seem 
rather old-fashioned and a bit 
tame. And by the time Duran 
Duran, Visage and Spandau 
Ballet arrived In 1981, The 
Stranglers had disappeared 
abroad and were making new 
friends In places like Australia 
and Japan. Which was 
probably no bad thing for all 
concerned, as Hugh declares 
the entire frilly blouse and 
lipstick movementtohave 
been “a bit airy-fairy, wimpy 
and shmaltiy”. 

And he’s not a lot kinder 
about the charts In1984. 

“People are attending more 
to the glamour of It than to the 
content. They're forgetting 
what they originally used 
synthesisers for - which was to 
complement the song. Thesong 
is becoming the reason for the 
synthesisers In the same way as 
the video is becoming the 
excuse for the song." 

About all he has time for is 
Frankie Goes To Hollywood - 
“they’ve got balls" - and, 
perhaps more surprisingly, 
Culture Club. 

character could get on the 
cover of Woman magazine. 
That's great. If you cant take 
yourself lightly you've got no 

dress things up, the more drab 
it becomes. People end up 
being ‘skin deep' without 
meaning to be,” he adds, a 
reference to the group’s 
current single. “‘Skin Deep’ is 
about, yes, superficiality. You 
encounter The Skin Deep In 
every walk of life.” And the 
prime examples of‘The Skin 
Deep’ for The Stranglers are, 
quite clearly, the poor souls 
who get sent to interview them, 
though Hugh admits he's grown 
a little softer overthe years. 

“Then, we were always 


People deserve what they get.” 

How would he explain the 
fact that he’s lasted so 
long? 

“I wouldn’t attempt to. It’s like 
asking Salvador Dali why he’s 
the greatest living artist; he 
wouldn’t be able to tell you. All I 
can say Is, In the present 
lacklustre musical climate, the 
return of The Stranglers is like a 
nice, refreshing gust of bad 
breath.” 

He leans back, rather 
pleased with this last comment. 

“At last,” he says, “a dirty, 
horrtble, unclean band have 
come back. Thank God!” 




All we ask for is one reference from a friend with a 
bank account. Or from your employer. £1. And your signature. 
Open a bank account with us now. It’s a doddle. 


A NatWest 

The Action Bank 





best group never to make it" 

Back in the knife drawer 

by way of contrast, is Sit.-- 

“I'm a nne-woman man these days and 
looking forward to having children of 
my own” . And while we're on the 
subject of those Duran chappies, tis 
muttered that John Taylor has accepted 


fiction film . . . Andfunnilyenough, 
Jon Moss, he of Culture Club, has just 
turned down a part in—you guessed 
— “a dodgy science fiction film”. Can 
itbethesameone? Whatever, Jon 


_ .his ambitions) explains: 

“I'd rather be in Taxi for 30 seconds 
and be amazing than have a huge role 
in a duff film. "Only sensible 
really. . . Want some more acting 
pop stars? Then bow about Andrew 
Ridgeley who, 'tis muttered, will be 
playing “a waiter" in “a new film set in 


minutes flat. Luckily no-one was 
hurt. . . A year ago Steve Strange 
was placed under citizen's arrest hy 
two soldiers who had strayed into the 
Camden Palace. He was charged with 
possessing cocaine. Well, the other 
day he was cleared of all charges. 
“Drugs are for losers, ” he muttered, 
“not people like me” . . . Shirley 
Holliman from Wham! currently doing 
her level best to scotch rumours that 
George Michael and Andrew Ridgeley 
are gay. The boys are, according to 
her, “two of the biggest womanisers in 


any girl they want—and they do." 
Shirley also revealed that the boys' 
favourite chat-up line is: “How would 
you like to be in my new video? " So, 
girls, if any pop star says that to you, 
just remember: they're only after one 
thing . . . Meanwhile,‘tis muttered 


_ J,000 video for “Freedom” just as 
filming on the v. expensive studio set 
(a Roman ruin) was about to be 
completed. “This is a naff idea, " 
Georgesuddenlyannounced. "Itwas 
my idea and we're not going on with 
it." Attentive readers will remember 
thatGeorge also scrapped £10,000 


Jackson and the rest of the (am 


boycotted the wedding of Janet 
Jackson to James DeBarge. Why? 
Because the groom belongs to rival 


Everyone thought he was Cliff 
Richard . . . Mike Read, meam 
is “thinking of marrying” Bi 


, a "former Page Three 


People shouldtreat us 
like dogs''OK then, Hugh, 

“fetch!” . . . And here’s Lenny Henry: 
“It’s totally new material I've done on 
this album though some of the stuff I've 
used before” . . . An awful lot of 
similar rubbish, mostly by Radio 1 DJs, 
of course, recently arrived in a letter 
from Holly's Plastic Sailor of Glasgow. 
Jimmy Savile: "And you can’t get much 
further outside the Top 10 than Number 
11”. Peter Powell: “This one is for 
Nigel Addison. Iwent to school witha 
Nigel Addison. I v — 1 -‘- 


_,.While filming a bit of the 

video for Culture Club’s next single, 
"The Medal Song”, at Chelsea football 
ground. Boy George was regaled with 
chants of "Who Is that poof in the black 
coat?” etc. from the supporters 
assembled to watch a Chelsea/Watford 
Match. George responded with a time- 
honoured two-finger salute . . .And 
of finally, if you've ever fancied hiring a 


stage act was one of the highlights of 
their live perfnrmances." And Mark 
Ellen (snigger): “I'm sure this will 
-mries for everyone, even 


While rehearsing for the Frankie American tour, poor Pedro 
recently collapsed with exhaustion. The reason? Too much 
“rubbishy food” like hamburgers and not enough good food 
“like chops”, apparently. Here’s Ped: “The lads have had to carry 
on rehearsing without me. They've been using a drum machine 
but they say it isn’t the same because it doesn’t jump up and 
swear at them every three minutes.” 














SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 

ORYOUR 

MONEY BACK 

tins nki« ate 


the first single from 



Available in 7", 12" & Mix-lt-Yourself 
'Portastudio' formats 



FULL REFUND IF RETURNED WITHIN 3 DAYS 

Offer valid until 15th November 1984 at Participating Stores 
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SHTV 

Midge Ure Himself 

DESIGNER H.B. PENCIL 

EDITOR HIRAM N. FIREM 

7.30 Carnation Street 

5.15Ellendale Farm 

Karen has been flirting with young 

Seth. But what is the nasty thing in the 
woodshed? This week's cast: 

Karen Clart Gina Trout 

Old Mr Bates ^ fenCfcmra 

WRITER MICHAEL HACK 

DIRECTOR OWEN CHAIR 
PRODUCER BIG CIGAR 

Can Vera have forgotten about her 
baked beans? Billy Bottom tries to 
get off with Meg but she tells him to 
buzz off. 

Oracle sub-titels page 170 

This weeks cast: 

Mly Bottom John Travolta 

WRITER DAI PIST 


DIRECTOR MEG APHONE 
PRODUCER IVOR CHEQUEBOOK 

News at 5.45 

8.0 Lenny Henry 

TVs Mr Comedytalks frankly and 

voices. An in-depth report from the 
award-winning Smash Hits team 

Man with notebook Tom Hibbert 

mf^OR^RAlN OF A MELON™ 611 

8.30 The Prize Is Slight 

LESLIE CROWBAR 

Lots more ordinary people have 
cruel jokes made at their expense 

Auditioning for Mad Max? Duran 

6.0 Duran Duran 

NEW SERIES 

sTmonlebon 

tots of pop-up toasters and Ronco 

DESIGNER GRANT N. LARGER 
RESEARCH LINDA DUFF 

SySor 

ROGER TAYLOR 

DIRECTOR TIM POPE 

PRODUCER TREVOR HORN 

Dead Cheap Production 

and Nick? What kind of dadis Andy? 

lO.OBitz AtTen 

talk individually about where their 

DESIGNER WIG LEELINES 

10.30 Mutterings 

6.35 Crossbones 

Old Nellie has been run over by a 
juggernaut. Meanwhile, Martians 

about rich and famous pop stars. 

This weeks cast: 

MfchaSjackson Himself 

Duran Duran Themselves 

have invaded the cafeteria. 
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This week's cast: 

Paul McCartney Mark Ellen 

RESEARCH MONGO 

Old Nellie Candice B Real 

First Martian Zed Zawada 

Lor^Drivw ian(raygUn) D HazeUDean 
Boy in Pet Shop Neil Tennant 

11.0 Right To Reply 

WRITER A PALLING 

DIRECTOR WILLIE CUTTIT 

WRITERS YOU LOT 

DIRECTOR BLACK TYPE 

Load Of Old Rubbish Production 

7.0 Midge Ure 

A new haircut. A new Ultravox 

12.0 Night Thoughts 

with Dr N. Credibly-Boring 
followed by 

single. A new video. And a new 

Closedown 


-sss .Smash HITS 


There’s so much more than tv times in Smash Hits magazine. 
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